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PALM SPRINGS ART MUSEUM ANNOUNCES 

THE MODERN CHAIR AT ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN CENTER 
  

Exhibition will follow a timeline of the development of the modern chair  
 
 

PALM SPRINGS, CA (Aug. 30, 2021) — Palm Springs Art Museum has announced that a new exhibition, 
The Modern Chair, will focus on the growth of modern chair design through a display of more than 50 
works. The exhibition will open on Sept. 9, 2021, which will also mark the reopening of the museum’s 
Architecture and Design Center, Edwards Harris Pavilion, after over a year-and-a-half closure due to the 
pandemic.  
 
This special exhibition will follow a timeline of the development of the modern chair starting with the 
famous Thonet “B-9” bent wood armchair (circa 1905), which is widely considered the first modern 
chair. The Swiss-French designer Le Corbusier frequently used it in his early architecture as there was no 
other modern furniture readily available at the time. 
 
The exhibition is curated by Architecture and Design specialist Brad Dunning, who is developing the 
contents through research into availability of key designs and objects of historical importance, rarity, 
and condition. 
 
Says Dunning: “The Modern Chair will trace the evolution from the first cantilevered example by Mart 
Stam, and then onward to designs of current times including examples by Cini Boeri, Charles and Ray 
Eames, Frank Gehry, Eileen Gray, George Nakashima, Charlotte Perriand, Rudolph Schindler, among 
many others. Technological and stylistic advances pushed chair design forward at a breakneck speed in 
the 20th century like no other time before. The exhibition will also contain important examples of 21st 
century as well.” 
 
Drawn in part from the rich collection of Palm Springs Art Museum, the exhibition will also include key 
loans from noted collectors and collections. In total, The Modern Chair will include more than 50 works 
by designers of international scope. 
 
For more information about Palm Springs Art Museum exhibitions, programs, and events, please visit 
psmuseum.org or call (760) 322-4800. 
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### 
 
About Palm Springs Art Museum  
Palm Springs Art Museum is the largest cultural institution in the Coachella Valley and includes three 
locations in Palm Springs and Palm Desert. The flagship building, located in downtown Palm Springs, 
features compelling art exhibitions, a vast permanent collection, and the Annenberg Theater, all in a 
150,000-square-foot, architecturally significant building. The Palm Springs Art Museum Architecture and 
Design Center, Edwards Harris Pavilion, features exhibitions and programming that explore the rich 
topics of architecture and design. In Palm Desert, Palm Springs Art Museum’s four-acre Faye Sarkowsky 
Sculpture Garden is open to the public from sunrise to sunset, seven days a week. 
  

 


