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PALM SPRINGS ART MUSEUM ANNOUNCES 

PATTERN PLAY AT ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN CENTER 
  

Exhibition showcases the work of versatile midcentury designer   
 
 

PALM SPRINGS, CA (May 10, 2022) — Palm Springs Art Museum has announced that a new exhibition, 
Pattern Play: The Contemporary Designs of Jacqueline Groag, will run through November 20, 2022 at the 
museum’s satellite location: the Architecture and Design Center, Edwards Harris Pavilion. The exhibition 
includes fabrics, drawings, furniture, and dresses designed by Groag who was a major figure in British 
midcentury textile design.  
 
A renewed appetite for decoration and color flourished throughout Britain following the prolonged 
trauma of World War II. Forward-looking and optimistic, post-war designers responded to the freedom 
of the 1950s by creating vibrantly patterned home furnishing fabrics and fashion textiles. These 
designers, inspired by architecture, nature, and abstract art, pioneered a progressive contemporary 
style characterized by an imaginative use of color, innovative materials, and dynamic patterns. The new 
look offered a dramatic contrast to the dreary, monochromatic world of the war years. 
 
Jacqueline Groag (British, born Prague, 1903–1986) was one of the most influential and versatile 
pattern designers of the post-war era. Whether abstract or representational, her avant-garde and 
naively charming patterns for textiles, dress fabrics, wallpaper, and laminates helped define the popular 
contemporary style and exerted a far-reaching influence on British design. 
 
Drawn from the collection of Jill A. Wiltse and H. Kirk Brown III, this exhibition displays Groag’s original 
drawings and collages alongside her lively, bold designs, providing a rare glimpse into her creative 
process. The exhibition is curated by Darrin Alfred, Curator of Architecture and Design, Denver Art 
Museum. Pattern Play: The Contemporary Designs of Jacqueline Groag is organized by the Denver Art 
Museum. 
 
Lead sponsorship for this exhibition provided by Elizabeth Edwards Harris. Additional funding is also 
provided by Nancy & Fred Baron and Bonnie Serkin & Will Emery. This season’s exhibitions are 
sponsored by the Herman & Faye Sarkowsky Charitable Foundation and Yvonne & Steve (in memoriam) 
Maloney. 
 



 

 
For more information about Palm Springs Art Museum exhibitions, programs, and events, please visit 
psmuseum.org or call (760) 322-4800. 
 

### 
 
About Palm Springs Art Museum  
Palm Springs Art Museum is the largest cultural institution in the Coachella Valley. The flagship building, 
located in downtown Palm Springs, features compelling art exhibitions, a vast permanent collection, and 
the Annenberg Theater, all in a 150,000-square-foot, architecturally significant building. The Palm 
Springs Art Museum Architecture and Design Center, Edwards Harris Pavilion, features exhibitions and 
programming that explore the rich topics of architecture and design. 
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